JOHN    EVELYN
Mr. Evelyn's repeating of some verses made up of
nothing but the various acceptations of may and can,,
and doirfg It so aptly upon occasion of something of
that nature, and so fast, did make us all die almost
with laughing, and did so stop the mouth of Sir J,
Minnes In the middle of all his mirth, (and in a thing
agreeing with his own manner of genius) that I
never saw any man so out-done in all my life; and
Sir J, MInnes's mirth too to see himself out-done, was
the crown of all our mirth."
Evelyn's interested amusement in odd and often
very childish things is never concealed,, and shows
that he retained., as the best men always have, little
corners where the child was still alive. A man
devoid of wonder, even when It may appear to others
silly, must be like the man who is frightened of
making a fool of himself, either a pedant or a prig.
Scattered through the Diary, notes may be found,
sometimes amounting to long descriptions which
often show great gullibility, of things that arrested
his curiosity: a rope-dancer, a rattlesnake, a large
whale, dancing monkeys, diving bells, clocks, a
giantess, a fire-eater, a knife-swallowcr, a man who
swallowed live coals, etc.
In his gardening books and in Sylva he enumerates
the "medical virtues55 of plants and trees, and some of
their almost magic properties, reminiscent of the
earlier hcrbals. But one hesitates to laugh at the
simple superstitions of the past which, on the contrary,
should be treated with respect. We may pride
ourselves on living in a utilitarian and more
rationalistic age, but we, too, have our pet super-
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